
The Youth  
Homelessness  
Databank 
The Databank is the only central source of UK youth 
homelessness statistics beyond the figures on statutory 
homelessness and rough sleeping collected by 
government. It gives a clearer picture of the true scale of 
youth homelessness across the UK.
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If you would like further information about the Youth Homelessness Databank please contact the 
Centrepoint policy team:  YHDatabank@Centrepoint.org

110,000 young people in the UK 
approached their local authority in 2018/19 as they 

were homeless or at risk of homelessness.



If you would like further information about the Youth Homelessness Databank please contact the 
Centrepoint policy team:  YHDatabank@Centrepoint.org

Spotlight on youth homelessness in England
In England, where the Homelessness Reduction Act came into force, 91,521 young people approached their 
council for help in 2018/19.1

Of those local authorities for whom we have full data:

The causes of youth homelessness in England:

1 Figures for England as a whole are estimated, as data has been modelled where local authorities failed to provide information. 

Family or friends no longer 
able to accommodate

27,860 
49%

Other or Not Known 9,460 
17%

End of tenancy 10,010 
18%

Domestic abuse 4,210 
7%

Non-violent relationship 
breakdown with partner

2,810 
5%

Left institution with no 
accommodation available*

1,110 
2%

Other violence 
or harrassment

970 
2% Reasons for homelessness in 2018/19

78% of young people 
who approached 

received an 
initial assessment  

under the Homelessness 
Reduction Act to see 

whether they are 
owed support.

30% received a 
relief duty because 
they were homeless 

meaning the council 
should support them to 

secure accommodation for 
at least 6 months.

33% received a 
prevention duty 

because they were at 
risk of homelessness 

meaning the council 
should help them 

maintain their current 
accommodation or secure 

an alternative.

Only 5% were 
statutory homeless 
meaning they are owed 

the main housing duty (i.e. 
they were legally entitled 

to be housed).


